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1. Policy Statement
· Purpose: The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all play equipment and toys provided are safe, developmentally appropriate, and suitable for the children attending the preschool.
· Commitment: The preschool is committed to maintaining high standards of health and safety while ensuring the play environment supports children's learning and development.
2. Play Equipment and Toys Requirements
· Safety Standards: All toys and equipment must meet the relevant safety standards set out in the Toy Safety Regulations 2011 and other applicable guidelines.
· Non-toxic Materials: All toys and play equipment must be made from non-toxic materials and be free from any harmful chemicals.
· Age-appropriate Equipment: Play materials will be suitable for the age and stage of development of the children attending the preschool, ensuring they are both challenging and safe.
3. Inspection and Maintenance
· Regular Inspections: All play equipment and toys will be regularly inspected for safety, including checking for sharp edges, loose parts, or any hazards that could cause harm.
· Cleaning and Hygiene: Play equipment and toys will be cleaned and sanitised regularly to prevent the spread of germs and to maintain a hygienic environment. 
· Maintenance: Any broken or damaged toys or equipment will be removed from play areas immediately and repaired or replaced as needed.
4. Storage of Equipment
· Safe Storage: Play equipment and toys will be stored in a safe manner to prevent accidents. Sharp items will be kept out of children’s reach, and toys will be organised in a way that is easy to access but does not pose a tripping hazard.
· Accessible for Children: Toys and activities will be stored at a height that children can access safely, promoting independence and choice in play.
5. Supervision During Play
· Adult Supervision: Children will be supervised at all times while using play equipment and toys to ensure their safety. Adults will intervene if necessary to prevent any misuse or unsafe behaviour.
· Guidance for Safe Use: Staff will provide guidance to children on how to safely use play equipment and toys, especially for more complex or potentially dangerous items (e.g., climbing structures, small parts).

6. Inclusive Play
· Diverse Equipment: Fledgling’s play equipment and toys reflect a diverse range of cultures, abilities, and interests, ensuring that all children feel included and have equal opportunities for learning and play.
· Encouraging Exploration: Our toys encourage exploration, creativity, and development across all areas of learning. We will regularly assess the need for additional or specific toys for children with SEND, ensuring these children are supported in their development.
7.Outdoor Play Equipment
· Outdoor play equipment will be regularly checked for safety, and maintenance schedules will be adhered to.
All outdoor play equipment will be suitable for the age group and development of the children.
8. Risk Assessment 
· Regular risk assessments will be carried out for all play equipment and toys, and all identified risks will be addressed promptly. 
· A record of risk assessments will be kept and reviewed periodically to ensure ongoing safety and appropriateness.
9. Staff Training
· Staff will receive regular training on how to safely supervise children while using equipment and toys. 
· They will also receive training on how to identify age-appropriate toys and activities to support child development. 
10.  Parent and Carer Involvement
· Parents/carers will be encouraged to contribute to the provision of play materials through donations of suitable items.
· The policy will be shared with parents, ensuring the understanding and importance of safe and developmentally appropriate play.
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure its effectiveness and compliance with current regulations and updated where necessary.
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