

Fledglings Montessori Preschool (2026) Social Media Policy
1. Purpose of This Policy
Fledglings Montessori Preschool is committed to protecting children’s privacy, dignity, and wellbeing. This policy ensures that all use of social media and digital devices supports our Montessori ethos and meets statutory safeguarding duties.
2. Legal & Regulatory Framework
This policy is informed by:
· The EYFS Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements
· The Ofsted Early Years Inspection Framework
· The ICO Children’s Code
· 2026 DfE guidance on mobile‑phone‑free educational environments
3. Scope
This policy applies to:
· All Fledglings Montessori staff
· Students, volunteers, and agency workers
· Parents and carers
· Visitors and contractors
· Anyone representing the preschool online
4. Use of Mobile Phones in the Setting
To maintain a calm, safe Montessori environment:
· Staff must store personal phones in the designated secure area during working hours (in the kitchen).
· Phones may not be used in classrooms, outdoor areas, toilets, or changing spaces.
· Visitors and parents must not use phones on site unless authorised by management.
· The preschool operates a strict mobile‑phone‑free environment, in line with 2026 DfE expectations.
5. Staff Use of Social Media
Staff at Fledglings Montessori must:
· Never post images, videos, or information about children or families on personal accounts.
· Avoid discussing work‑related matters, colleagues, or the preschool online.
· Not accept or send friend requests to parents/carers.
· Maintain professional boundaries at all times.
· Report any concerning online content to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL Sue Delaney) immediately.
6. Official Preschool Social Media Accounts
Fledglings Montessori may use official accounts to share news, events, and celebrations. To protect children:
· Only authorised staff may access or post on official accounts.
· All posts must be approved by the Manager or Communications Lead.
· No child may be identifiable.
· Images must follow safeguarding rules:
· No names
· No uniforms
· No geolocation
· No tagging
· Comments will be monitored daily; inappropriate comments will be removed and reported.
7. Parental Use of Social Media
Parents and carers are asked to support our safeguarding culture by:
· Not sharing photos or videos taken at the preschool that include other children.
· Not discussing staff, children, or other families online.
· Using official channels to raise concerns rather than social media.
· Respecting confidentiality agreements.
8. Data Protection & Children’s Privacy
In line with the Children’s Code, Fledglings Montessori ensures:
· High‑privacy settings on all digital platforms
· No profiling, targeted advertising, or unnecessary data collection
· Secure storage and deletion of digital images
· Staff training on data protection and online safety
9. Safeguarding & Reporting
· Any breach of this policy is treated as a safeguarding concern.
· Staff must report incidents to the DSL immediately.
· Serious breaches may result in disciplinary action or referral to external agencies.
· The preschool will cooperate fully with Ofsted regarding digital safety.
10. Training & Review
· All staff receive annual training on digital safety and social media conduct.
· This policy is reviewed annually or sooner if legislation changes.
· Updates reflect new government guidance, Ofsted expectations, and ICO requirements.


